[Blood groups and structure-activity relations].
In the recent years, advances in biochemistry and molecular genetics have contributed to establish the structure of the genes and proteins from most of the 23 blood group systems presently known. From these findings, five functional classes of molecules can be schematically distinguished: (i) transporters and channels, (ii) receptors for ligands, viruses, bacteria and parasites, (iii) adhesion molecules, (iv) enzymes, and (v) structural proteins. Recent advances on these molecules will be reviewed, particularly by illustrating available structure-function relationships.